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the tour. Every public meeting organized for his reception was
presided over by the mayor of the place.
At Capetown Gokhale was received by hundreds of Indians with
tears of gratefulness. A mammoth procession was taken out, headed
by fifty carriages, a carriage-and-four carrying the distinguished
guest. Gokhale was greeted everywhere with shouts of "Bande
Mataram". A meeting was held, attended by a very large num-
ber of Indians and Europeans, and Gokhale won their hearts by
his eloquent speech. On the way to Johannesburg he stopped at
Klerksdorp and was received enthusiastically by the Indians. As he
had to stop and attend meetings at two more intermediate stations
he travelled by a special train.
On the platform of Johannesburg station there was a dais specially
erected for the occasion and covered with rich carpets. Along with
other Europeans there was present the Mayor of Johannesburg who
placed his car at Gokhale's disposal during his stay in the Golden
City. The address was engraved on a solid heart-shaped plate of gold
from the Rand mounted on Rhodesian teak. The plate represented
a map of India and Ceylon and was flanked on either side by two
gold tablets, one bearing an illustration of the Taj Mahal and the
other a typical Indian scene.
Gokhale was put up in a neat house, owned by Kallenbach, on a
hill-top five miles away from Johannesburg. A special office was
hired in the city for Gokhale to receive visitors where there was a
private chamber for him, a drawing-room and a waiting-room for
visitors. Gokhale was introduced to many distinguished citizens.
A private meeting of leading Europeans was organized so as to give
him a thorough understanding of their standpoint. A banquet was
also held in Gokhale's honour to which 400 persons were invited
including about 150 Europeans. Indians were admitted by tickets,
costing a guinea each, to meet the expenses of the banquet. The menu
was purely vegetarian and there were no wines either. The cooking
was done by the volunteers and the Indian Christians did the
culinary arrangements. It was a novel experience for the whites of
South Africa to sit at dinner with so many Indians at the same
table in a public place.
To this gathering Gokhale addressed his most important speech
in South Africa. The clearness, firmness and urbanity of Gokhale's
utterances flowed from his indefatigable labour and devotion to truth,